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IBE-UNESCO Webinar 

 

 

Background  

The COVID-19 crisis presents unprecedented challenges to education systems across 
countries and regions. It not only tested the resilience of education systems, but also led 
to massive school closures, directly affecting about 1.6 billion students from pre-primary 
to tertiary education. About 900 million learners of the world student population are 
expected to start the 2020-2021 academic year between August and October. Even 
though, only 433 million have assurances of returning to full-time face-to-face classes.  

Against this background, UNESCO supported and facilitated policy learning by convening 
ministerial meetings and conducting a series of webinars (on school reopening, teachers, 
curriculum, assessment) for decision makers and practitioners. In addition, UNESCO also 
launched the Global Education Coalition in March 2020, an unprecedented multi-
partnership involving UN organizations, civil society and private sector, academia and 
media, to provide appropriate and inclusive distance learning opportunities for all actors’ 
impacted, educational professionals, learners and families.  UNESCO also convened the 
Global Education Meeting (GEM) to examine education responses to crisis, advocate for 
protecting education and saving the future of all learners. 

The prevailing sanitary conditions and uncertainties constitute a threat to inclusive quality 
learning for all in terms of digital gaps, partial school reopening, remedial actions to revert 
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learning losses, efficacy of hybrid and remote learning strategies, digital content 
development, access to learning ecosystems and instructional resources and teacher’s 
competence in such volatile situation. All these concerns touch up on the what (content), 
the how (pedagogy) and the when (timing) of education, which are curriculum matters.  

The place of curriculum in COVID-19 education response strategies 

The COVID-19 crisis reinvigorates the positioning of curriculum as an essential driver for 
social and educational inclusion as well as to ensure effective learning opportunities for all 
learners regardless of contexts, circumstances, capacities, affiliations and status. The 
pandemic reveals at the same time the strength and weakness of education systems in 
responding to the immediate threats to learning, while imagining the future and in laying 
foundations for lifelong learning, for learners to lead their lives and perform competently 
in the world of work in spite of diverse challenges of the present and future.  

Some developing countries are making significant progress in adjusting the curriculum and 
pedagogy to different combinations of face to face and distance education using 
technology (Radio, TV, online platforms, Mobile phones) to enhance teaching and learning. 
However, switching from traditional classroom-based education to remote 
education/online learning is not a simple matter1.  Going digital requires new sets of skills 
for curriculum and instructional materials development, teacher training, teaching and 
assessment. It is not about simply uploading existing print content and instructional 
materials onto a platform. The pandemic has also made more visible the inadequacies and 
ineffectiveness of modes of educating, learning and assessing that are exclusively based 
on face-to-face interactions between teachers and learners, that disregard other 
approaches, opportunities, spaces and resources available for learning outside the school.   
The curriculum challenges of educating, learning, teaching and assessing are not new but 
the COVID-19 pandemic amplified them, in a much more dramatic way than any other 
crisis. 

Governments worldwide are committed to the SDGs2. Education 2030 invigorates the 
understanding of curriculum as a policy and technical agreement that considers the 
expectations of a society at several levels-local, national and global-and reflects a system 
that develops through the process of teaching and learning.  Framed within a 
comprehensive understanding of education as a cultural, economic, social, citizenship and 
community policy, curriculum is a far-reaching tool whenever it sustains and reforms 

                                                
1 Covid-19 crisis and Curriculum: Sustaining quality outcomes in the context of remote learning, UNESCO 
Covid-19 Education sector response, Education sector Issue notes: 
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000373273 
2  Sustainable Development Goal 4 (link is external). 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000373273
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/education/
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educational policies in a long-term perspective and helps teachers to develop effective 
teaching, learning and assessment processes.  

In the context of the COVID-19 crisis and future needs of society, countries have to review 
or re-adjust their policies on curriculum, teaching, learning and assessment. They need to 
invest in educational technology needs of the curriculum and pedagogical innovations that 
empower learners, teachers, educators; and use digital technologies as instrument to 
deliver integrated inclusive quality hybrid education. 

 

Main objectives  

The main objectives of the webinar are: 

(i) Provide opportunity for Member States to share curriculum-related 
information and strengthen collaboration/cooperation; 

(ii) Facilitate sharing of lessons from implementing measures on curriculum, 
learning, teaching and assessment in pre-primary/ primary/secondary/ TVET/ 
and adult education in response to COVI-19; 

(iii) Identify needs and areas for potential collaboration between UNESCO and 
Member States to address immediate, medium and future needs of curriculum 
reforms. 

 
Participants  

The webinar will bring together national decision makers in charge of pedagogy and 
curriculum issues, practitioners and researchers, from all over the world engaged in 
actions related to curriculum. 

In conjunction with UNESCO HQ, Field Offices and Institutes, the IBE-UNESCO will 
disseminate the invitation among Ministries of Education and related institutions, 
universities, networks/communities of curriculum specialists/developers, researchers and 
practitioners as well as to inter-governmental organizations, NGOs and civil society 
organizations working in education and curriculum-related issues.  

 
Format and language 

The webinar will be hosted on the Zoom platform, with live streaming on social media 
(Facebook and YouTube).  
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Simultaneous interpretation in English, French and Spanish. 

 

Registration  

Interested participants should register the webinar via the following link:  https://unesco-
org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RiR9o-XbQnyITSQR30qjRg  

 

Provisional agenda 

 

(14:00-15:30 GMT +1), 30 October 2020 

14:00-14:10 Opening Remarks 

Ms. Stefania Giannini, Assistant Director-
General for Education, Education Sector, 
UNESCO  

H.E. Mr. Atcha Dedji Affoh, Minister of Primary 
and Secondary Education, Togo 

H.E. Mr. Roberto Fulcar, Minister of Education,  
Dominican Republic  

Moderated by 
Mr. Yao Ydo, 
Acting Director,  
IBE-UNESCO 

Session 1: Post-COVID-19 challenges and curriculum-related actions in developing 
countries 

https://unesco-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RiR9o-XbQnyITSQR30qjRg
https://unesco-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RiR9o-XbQnyITSQR30qjRg
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14:10 - 14:30 Presentations (5 minutes each) 

Mr. Samuel Conde, President of EDUCA, 
Dominican Republic 

Ms. Soo Boon Ng, Deputy Director, Curriculum 
Development Division, Ministry of Education,  
Malaysia 

Dr. Gertrude Namubiru, the Secretary General 
of African Curriculum Association (ACA), 
Uganda 

Moderated by 
Ms. Dakmara 
Georgescu, 
Programme 
Specialist, 
UNESCO Beirut 
Office 

Session 2: Main areas to be addressed for curriculum reforms in the post-COVID-19 
era 

14:30-14:50 Presentations (5 minutes each) 

Mr. Philippe Jonnaert, BACSE International 
(Curriculum support office for education 
systems), Canada  

Mr. Horacio Ferreryra, the Secretary of 
Education, Culture and Innovation of the 
Municipality of Cordoba, Argentina  

Ms. Helikanto Tsimandefitra Rakotovololona, 
Director of Curricula and Pedagogical Research   
at the Ministry of Education, Madagascar 

Moderated by 
Dr. Abdoulaye 
Barry, Executive 
Secretary, 
Cabinet 
EDUFORE, 
Canada 

  

14:50-15:20 Q&A 

Contributions and questions for participants; 
Reactions and answers from panelists 

 

Moderated by 
Ms. Lili Ji, 
Assistant 
Programme 
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Specialist, IBE-
UNESCO 

15:20-15:30 Closing Remarks:  

• Mr. Borhene Chakroun, Director, Division of Policies and 
Lifelong Learning Systems, Education Sector, UNESCO 

Vote of thanks : 

• Mr. Yao Ydo, Acting Director, IBE-UNESCO 

 
 
Contact persons 

For further information on the webinar, please contact Ms. Lili Ji (l.ji@unesco.org) and Ms. 
Florence Ssereo (f.ssereo@unesco.org). 

 

 

mailto:l.ji@unesco.org
mailto:f.ssereo@unesco.org

